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THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

On behalf of all Half Moon Lake Residents,
thank you for your generous advertising support
for our 4th of July celebration.

HALF MOON LAKE PROTECTION AND
REHABILITATION BOARD AND
4TH OF JULY COMMITTEE

PLEASE LET THESE BUSINESSES
KNOW YOU SAW THEIR AD IN OUR,
NEWSLETTER! A

Advertise... ¥

and support the lake fireworks fund!

If you own a lake home on Half Moon Lake and also own a business,
we have an advertising opportunity for you! An ad in the
Half Moon Lake newsletter not only lets your neighbors know about
your business, but all the proceeds from these ads go towards
the yearly Fireworks fund! Contact Kim Butler or Sally Klevgard
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% by JOHN WEBER

Hello everyone,

Once again our summer is pretty much done, now we can enjoy fall colors
along with (all of the end of season) projects, like docks out, clean up leaves,
etc. | trust all had a good season, we surely did, for us it finally included

"a many times previously canceled” Alaska trip.

For those of you who were not able to attend our annual meeting, all seems to
have gone well. There are a number of reports in the Loon Lines. We did have
a good attendance with plenty of food, including leftovers. A special thanks to
Randy and Sherri Walker for providing the A&W root beer. IT WAS A HIT! And
that did run out. Add attending next year to your to do list.

Every year there are a few mailings returned, this year seemed more than usual,
so | spent a lot of time reconciling the county mailing list with our publishers’
mailing list and our own lake shore map. One of the things going on, is that
there are quite a few new owners in the past several years. The county updates
their records only once per year, depending on when we request a mailing

list it might be a year behind. Also some properties are residences, some

are seasonal, some have multiple owners, some are owned by trusts, some

are managed by another entity. Keeping this current is challenging and time
consuming. We try very hard, but also need every one to keep their information
current. If corrections or updates are needed, please contact a board member.
(Contact info in Loon Lines) Thanks for your help and understanding.

At this time | would like to extend a special welcome to all of our new
neighbors, and as time goes by, getting to know all of you. It's good to see all
of the sprucing up and improvements, we are all committed to (broken record
here) our special place.

Sincerely
John N Weber
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GHEESY
BAKED CABBAGE

Serves 6

1 large cabbage, cut into 6 wedges, keeping the core
intact. Parboil cabbage, then remove core.

Place in greased casserole dish. Mix 1 jar of Cheese Whiz
and 1 can of cream of mushroom soup. Pour over cabbage
wedges.

Bake 30-45 minutes at 350, or until hot and bubbly. This
can be made the day ahead.

LOOSENING RUSTY BOLTS:
Apply a cloth soaked in any carbonated soda to loosen rusted bolts.

WINDOW CLEANER:

In gallon container, mix: 1 bottle rubbing alcohol, 1 cup ammeonia,
2 T. Dawn dish soap. Fill with water. This is especially good for

- N (L 523%;: .
Many thanks to the Walkers for "% AN e : amn,
their generous donation * ok 7 X ¥
of A&W Root Beer
for the Annual Picnic!
Aéw -OR MORE
INFORMATION
80 6 ABOUT FIREWORKS
OURS OR CONCERNS,
Sunday-Thursday 10:30am-9:30 .
Fricay-Saturday 10:30am-10pm GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
\ hone: 715/684-2134 ) www.halfmoonlake.net




Milltown Township

Our maintenance crew has put the plows on the trucks so
another season draws to a close. This summer, we had the
most “lost animal” calls and firework complaints that | can
remember. But all else was pretty quiet. Hope everyone has
a great winter and we will see you next spring.

by Harlen Hegdal, Chairman, Milltown Township

PAPERWORX

— PRINTING & DESIGN —

HOME OF THE
$20 TUESDAYS
AND FREE
REPLAY FRIDAYS

We know that the saying goes “the older you

get, the faster time goes” - and it sure seems true

for summertime! It's hard to believe that another
wonderful summer at Half Moon Lake has wrapped
up, with much fun had by so many - boating, fishing,
kayaking, paddle boarding, wake surfing, tubing - and
just relaxing in a hammock, listening to the sounds of
summer and enjoying a beautiful view of our lake!

by Pat McMahon and Diane Erickson
Newsletter Editors

The fall season is upon us, with the leaves already
turning, and many acorns and pine cones fallen from
the trees. Many boats, docks and lifts are already out
of the lake as many have closed up their cabins for
winter. Yes, it's sad to see the summer season ended,
but always gives us much anticipation for next summer!

This fall season is also seeing a transition for the
newsletter. Our terms for editing the Loon Lines is
ending, and we will be turning over that responsibility
to Kim Butler - please see the article on her in this
issue. We have had a great time preparing the Loon
Lines for all of you, and know Kim will continue to get
us great information in future issues!

We hope to see everyone around the lake next season!
We also hope everyone enjoys the holidays and has a
great winter!

- Pat and Diane

g e e W T Y a S e W W

www.halfmoonlake.net

HELLO LAKE
NEIGHBORS

| am excited to take over this wonderful newsletter
from Pat and Diane, who have done a great job
with it for multiple years. | appreciate all their
work to keep us informed and entertained by

the activities and beauty of our lake. | first came
to Half Moon Lake in 1995, and married into

the Butler/McMahon clan. My husband David

has come to the lake since he was born, and my
mother in law, Mary Martha McMahon Butler, has
been coming here since the 1930s.

David and | moved up here full time from
Minneapolis in 2001 where | had been a tv and
video producer. My husband owns the Milltown
based specialty flooring company, Greatmats.
com (profiled later in this issue.) | write content
for him and do a variety of volunteer work, as
well as raise our two kids who went through Unity
school, and now both attend high school in St.
Croix Falls. Our cabin is on Breezy Bay Road, and
a comfy chair on my screen porch qualifies as my
“Happy Place,” where | watch the water sparkle,
listen to the loons, and spy on our resident Great
Blue Heron. We have a shorter “commute” to our
cabin than most of you, but its" proximity makes
it no less special. | look forward to meeting more
of you, hearing your story ideas, and seeing your
great photos.
Till Spring

- Kim



LOON REPORT

Half Moon Lake has seen another successful
season of 2 loon chicks surviving all of their
predators and growing almost as large as the
adults! The loon couple from the south end of
the lake and their chicks seem to have left the
lake already, though it is unusual for the chicks

=

to leave as early as the adults. The adult pair

on the north end of the lake are still swimming

around, but expect to see them leave soon!

Half Moon Lake
Gonservancy Report:

“Take a walk on the
Harder Creek Trail”

by David Butler

If you are looking for a fall walk in the woods to

L] [ ]
Fishing Report
by John Briegel
As another summer draws to a close we all look

back and wonder how the summer could possi-
bly be over already!

From what | have gathered, the fishing has been
fairly brisk this year. Reports of decent catches
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take in the changing colors, or want to see the of panfish and even some walleye have come N - N < S - N <
work of the beavers who have created valuable down to me. As many of you know, | don’t seem SN \ I A\ \ SIS \ § Y S
wetlands with their dams along Harder creek, to find the time or don't make time to fish, but §\\\\§ \\\\\ S § §\\ S § § \\\\\ N %§ N S5
| suggest you take a walk on the Harder Creek | applaud those of you who love it. It's a great N N N N N SN 5 AR B m,
Trail. To get there, exit County Road G at Dau wa : A
: -t ‘ . ‘ y to enjoy the peace and tranquillity of our
Drive and it will take you to a sign designating beautiful lake. SMALL FARMS * SEASONAL FOOD
the trail. The trail is on property owned by the
Half Moon Lakg Conservancy and is maintained Oy lake was stocked with approximately 5000 ' < ‘
by volunteers like John Weber who has mowed walleye fingerlings last fall (2015), and will be
the trail three times this summer. In a couple stocked again in the fall of 2017. Hopefully this HOURS
years the recently planted native wild flower process will ultimately be successful in bring- Monday & Wednesday-Saturday 10 am -9 pm
garden will add to the attraction of the trail. ing our walleye population back up to where it Sunday Brunch from 10 am - 3 pm
Dave Balestri told the Lake District board should be again. (Closed every Tuesday)
recently that he and his family have enjoyed
the Harder Creek trail many times this summer. Good luck to all on the water this fall and winter.
Take time to sit on the bench installed by Hunter  gqq you next spring! OUTDOOR PATIO & BAR
Johnson and other eagle scouts from his boy ALWAYS FRESH, ALWAYS LOCAL FOOD
scout troop and take in a view of the wetlands. ORGANIC FAIR TRADE COFFEE & ESPRESSO
WINE BY THE GLASS OR BOTTLE
NEW! CRAFT COCKTAILS
CRAFT BEER
i £ THANK YOU! THANK YOU! i " AMERYFARMTABLE.COM | 110 KELLER AVE N. | #15.268.4500

On behalf of all Half Moon Lake Residents, thank you for your generous advertising support for our 4th of July Celebration.
Please join us in July for Family Movie and Fireworks Display at our beach.

HALF MOON LAKE PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION DISTRICT BOARD AND 4TH OF JULY COMMITTEE

Nourishing community through inspired local food. We honor the earth, farmers and ourselves through the use of
seasonal organic ingredients, scratch cooking, eco-friendly products and sustainable business practices.



of equal or lesser value with
the purchase of any 2 beverages.

JONZY MARKET

When you're “North of Hwy 8"~
please stop into our “Country
Convenience Store.”

= Beer/liquor/wine

= Grocery — fabulous meat selection

= All sorts of snacks

= Gasoline/disesel

= Propane lank exchange

= Tackle/live bait

* Fishing/hunting licenses

* Firewood — bundles ar bulk
Summer hours: 6 am. - 11 p.m.
Winter hours: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Call; 715-857-5753

We have nationally certified operators

& several locations to better serve you.
= 247 service
= Live phone operators
* Auto club affiliated
* Local and long distance trapsport
= Flatheds and heavy duty
* Lockouts

LOCATIONS
= Main Shop/(OfTice,
1043 - 185th Ave., Balsam Lake, Y1

* Amery Towing, Amery, WI
+ Border Towing, St. Croix Falls, W1
+ Custom Towing, Frederic, W1

Call toll-free:

TRUSTED | IRRIGATION
QUALITY | EXPERTS,
CLEANING, LLC LLC

Cleaning customized to | . We work with all types of
d irrigation systems and provide
ﬁf your neeas. the following services:

Home, Business or « Installs
Cabin Services. * Service calls
- = Spring start-up
= Fall winterization
* Lake pumps
Call toll-free for more details or
to set up an appointment:

1-888-270-1338

* Daily * Bi-Weekly
= Weekly * Annual
* Monthly
Call toll-free for more details:

1-888-259-6171

LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE

A wide range of materials and services to meet all your landscaping and
maintenance needs. Delivery and installation of any material is available.
FREE loading and great availability.

MATERIALS SERVICES

* Dved and nondyed wood mulch » Landscape installation

= Top soil = Recular lawn cutling, including trimming
* Many varieties of trap rock and blowing off

* Three types of Class 5 driveway materials  » Pre- and post-emergent weed control

» Many varieties of decorative rock = Spring and fall
* Retaining wall block clean-up

* Siep units = Fertilizing
* Dekorra rock enclosures = Liming
= Mulch rejuvenation
* Flower and
8 plant care
» Lake weed removal
* Dock/lift installation 35
and remaoval

= Snow removal

For more information, contact us today! Toll-free: 1-888-811-5753
jill@lakeservicesunlimited.com » www.lakeservicesunlimited.com
1043 - 185th Ave. » Balsam Lake, W1

www.lakeservicesunlimited.com




INDIANHEAD
SUPPER CLUB

107 Indianhead Shores

T H E VV E B 715-485-3359 Balsam Lake, WI 54810

For updates,
pictures, and other great
information, don’t forget to
visit our website at
www.halfmoonlake.net

Few people around Half Moon Lake get memorialized, but we do have
Oscar Lane, Baldwin Bay, Nelson Bay and now we will have a memorial to
honor Ida Hines, better known as the lady with the purple phlox on the

- - . 4 hill. Ida died a few years ago and Sandra and Patrick Tokach purchased
CLUIETT The History

the house with the phlox. They tore the house down and built the beautiful

log cabin. Sandra and Patrick read about Ida in the Half Moon Lake History
Corne'r by David Butler 00Ok and to do something nice to remember her, they decided to restore

www.CWSsecuritywatch.com  CALL NOW: 715-483-0083 BREEZY BAY SELF STORAGE ’fge Ph||0X on ’fhfe hi”Side?nd;dd;O tr]e PW|0|9I Ph|0c>j< a P'aﬂuito ?lonor .
_ . Ida. Also, out of respect for Ida, they have implanted into the first floor o
Convenient to Half Moon Lake and Balsam Lake the new house, the 3’ by 3’ gravity furnace grate from Ida’s house in a way
www.breezybayselfstorage.com

that the light from the skylight above, shines into the house, down through
We Can prOteCt Your Rick Miller 612-242-2384

the grate, and into the basement. | asked Sandra why they are doing this

for Ida and she answered, “We like history and we want to be a part of the
S].lce of he veﬂ community spirit.” In our best spirit, we welcome the Tokach family to the

lake community. Sandra’s brother Clayton George and his wife Peggy are
building the house next door.

[ Bl

e v|Sprmg Flooding

FREE | = emerins

SYSTEM CONVERSIONS

Unity Clinic and Unity Pharmacy near you.

— POLKIBURNETT

security systems! - s ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Need health care or medications?
= A Touchsone Encrgy’ Cooperarive Kot Visit us at: 1504 190th Ave. in Balsam Lake.

RELIABLE ELECTRICITY | EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE Providing general clinic medical services and more:

o expanded physical rehabilitation
o full-service retail pharmacy with drive-up window

with EnergySense Rebates

Track your electricity use with 3n:y (P):nic: 71_5;;125583:573498
SmartHUb App nity Pharmacy: 825

UNITY CLINIC PROVIDERS:

View online Outage Map on a I l NI I Y o Dr. William Beyer e Dr. Rebecca Lyman  Dr. Marsha Beyer o Dr. Danielle Redburn

o Carissa Carlson, PA-C e Faith Gustafson, PA-C e Dr. Charles Mayo I

@ PolkBurnett.com CLI N IC Call 800-828-3627 e o1

Facebook.com/PolkBurnett ; y ;
ﬁ 800-421-0283 | - St. Croix Regional Medical Center To schedule an appointment 24 hrs/day at any of our clinics ﬁi G

) Alarm Systems

“Your Eyes Wh11e You re Away;'w " Gl vtoe v




Ask the Expert! wve=,..”

Every year we at Balsam Lake Hardware are
asked how to make the lawn look better? So
| thought | would take some time and put
some ideas out there for you and help you to
an easier better lawn. Remember, weeds are
opportunists and will take advantage of any
weakness to run wild.

The best way to maintain a weed free lawn is to
have strong healthy grass. To do that, you have
to care for roots, stem, and top of your grass.
When the ground becomes too compacted
and hard, the rain will run off along with all the
nutrients that your grass may need. This may
also happen if the old grass that has been cut
is left to thick on the lawn and creates thatch.
A little bit of thatch is ok; it is organic material
that will help your soil; when thatch becomes
too thick, it also allows rain to run off. Once
thatch is over a Y2 thick, your grass will start to
become weak.

There are 2 ways to remove this by dethatching
or aerating. This can be accomplished by
using either a dethatching rake to scratch the
surface of your lawn or a power rake which will
do the same thing only motorized.

Or using a plug aerator which is wheeled
across the lawn and actually pulls plugs of sail
out of your lawn. This method is less stressful
on your lawn and it allows the air, water and
fertilizer to easily reach the roots. In return your
grass will become stronger and healthier and
the weeds less able to grow. It is best to do
this when the grass is growing most vigorously.

Both of these pieces of equipment are
available to rent at Balsam Lake Hardware. It is
recommended that this is done anywhere from
yearly for lawns in poor shape to once every 3
to 5 years.

Good things happen when you have a primary care doctor. Knowing you have a

partner to support your long-term health gives you confidence and peace of mind.

From preventive care to specialty care, our experts are always there for you.

Visit amerymedicalcenter.org to find a primary care doctor today.

“) Amery Hospital&cClinic Amery | Clear Lake | Luck | Turtle Lake

HealthPartnerse



]da Mac*s Ca{:c

*“Homestyle Breakfast & Lunch
Catering & Conference Room

Cage WHEN YOU'RE NOT
LUCK, !swnsm b Ulals Ll

YOU CAN BE
i1 B ENJOVING ESPRESSO,

Chosen for Our Wisconsin's directory of Best Ma & Pa Restaurants!|

‘ BAKERY, ARTWORK &
Breakfast served all day { Lunch specials from 1l a.m. & 4 REAL GOOD FOOD
OPEN -Th 6:30a-2p; F 6:30a-Tp; Sa 6a-2p; Su Ta-2p : ADJACENT TO GANDY

121 Keller Ave, N, Amery, W1 54001, 715-268-4242 DANCER BIKE TRAIL

wiww idamaescafe.com § en faccwook email barb@idamaescafe.com
Rog & Barb Anderson, Owner/Operators

_—_—_—_—_—1

101 County Road | 4 www.thirstyottertavern&resort.com
BReezy BAY MoOTOR SPORTS LLC | | Baisam Lake, W - o 715.485.3400 |

1950 - 100th ST/CO RD | I
Balsam Lake,Wisconsin 54810

A ? | T v;snﬁﬁ?smf l A S ST\ cLoTHING Ane REEFR
_QC7. l BUY 1 BURGER BASKET, | e Pl T\ SAWPALS ARE 205 OFF

www bZe!azsybgyerotzzgoZts com I GET II z orr z"n BASKET l i = p—

) ) 51’1,«- on ’”ﬁ

OFFER NOT VALID ON SPECIALS < VALID THROUGH APRIL, 2017 ¢ PLEASE PRESENT COUPON
\ e
CENTURION BOATS

L__________J

SAHLE ON 2015 CREST At
STARLRALET PONTOONS

el e e | Waldoch

f.U'fUJT' Vﬂl‘ﬂ & Off-Ra

WATER TOYS O SALE

PALLLE BOARLS
ON SALE

———
== g r--r-:;:f-:-.... - ._,_ 5
"fijEHCURY L e s A SHOREMASTE
: GUELT S POl guzuKi

e = - gl : - 7 ] GO TO OUR ONLINE STORE
@ 13821 Lake Drive NE, Se— : - : AND FIND THE BEST
Forest Lake, MN 55025 . . A PARTS FOR YOUR VEHICLE

e Sl NWW.sunnysidemarina:net:

. L. 252 COUNTY ROAD I, BALSAM LAKE, WI 54810 | 715-485-3393
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Memories of Half Moon Lake

— by Jim Smith, “Mayor” of Half Moon Lake

Jim's Uncle Fred Barr built his cabin and
boathouse around 1935 (now Waldoch'’s). His
mom would visit Half Moon Lake (HML) as she
was growing up and stay with Uncle Fred. He
was pals with Oscar Johnson. Jim’s first trip to
HML was around 1950, when he was 6 years old.
The family would spend two weeks at his Uncle
Fred's every summer. Fred was a bee keeper,
had bees at HML, and was the person you saw
in the Bee Cage at the MN State Fair every year.

Oscar Johnson would give kids rides to the Old
Half Moon Store in the rumble seat of his Model
A for penny bubble gum. You could catch a
boatload of walleyes or sunfish 24 hours a day.

If you wanted fish, they were always caught
fresh. Mom and Dad eventually acquired Fred's
cabin, and Waldoch’s are on part of his property
with the lagoon and boathouse. Mom was the
person that suggested the name Oscar Lane in
memory of Oscar Johnson. Dad, Ken Briegel,
and Uncle Fred installed cables in the lake in the
50's to keep the bogs from breaking loose from
the backwaters by the beach. The bogs float
down the lake and damage docks. Some were
big enough to play on as they floated around
the lake.

When | came up to the lake, if you saw Tom
Lennartson, you saw me. Tom and | would

swim back and forth, and he always had his

dog swimming next to him. Some of the kids
we hung around with were Craig Johnson,
Warren Smallidge, Jane Brodie (Swanson), Sarah
Sawyer, and others. HML was just way too much
fun, and | couldnt get enough of it.

Years ago, you could watch an outdoor movie in
Milltown behind the Hardware Store. The first 6
or 7 cars to arrive got the parking spots and saw
the movie. There was an old racetrack north

of Milltown to watch jalopy races every week.
We'd sit on old car seats and watch the mud fly.
(I'd guess this is when the obsession with the
cars started, and it's out of control in 2016.)

Around 1960, dad brought a boat with 60 HP
Mercury to HML. What? 60 HP? At the time,
everyone had 35 HP Johnsons and Evenrudes,
and that's when the waterski / fisherman battle
started. Eventually, everyone got used to the
bigger motors. We had unlimited boat gas at
20 cents a gallon so you could waterski sunrise
to sunset.

(cont'd p. 10)




The slalom course has been in the lake since about
1959. Bob and Tom Lennartson, Warren Smallidge, and
others maintained it for many years. All the necessary
Wisconsin State Permits have been in place since

the early '70s, and the ski course was recently named
"Warren’s Run” in memory of Warren Smallidge. His
grandkids are probably the most active skiers on the
lake. These days, Dan Hale, Alex Trapp, and Rick Miller
do most of the maintenance and work. It's fun to watch
skiers in the course practice.

The Smallidge kids waterskied and qualified for the
State, Regionals, and skied in the Nationals. They

have many awards. Chris and Stacia Bank wake surf

at the World's Tournament and have won at all levels.
Compare it to the gold medal at the Olympics. Their
kids are following in their wake. HML is recognized and
represented worldwide in waterskiing and wake surfing.
Thanks everyone.

There was a Ski Club years ago. Warren and | would
spend time teaching the kids how to waterski and drive
boats. Many have brought their kids around and told
them that Warren and | taught them how to waterski
when they were kids. | taught Boating and Snowmobile
Safety for the DNR, was a Special Polk County Deputy
for Water Patrol for years, and was Safety Director for
the Wisconsin Waterski Association for a few years.
Waterskiing and boating have always been a huge part
of life on HML. We now have 23 MasterCrafts on HML in
2016.

Four Native Americans spearing early in the spring in the
early 90's were saved when their 10" John Boat capsized.
Pam Armstrong thought she heard someone hollering
for help. The MasterCraft was the first boat in the lake in
the spring, and the water temperature was 38 degrees.
It was cold and super windy. Steve Hillesheim and |
went on the lake, stopped the boat and heard them
screaming for help. We pulled them in the boat, took
them to the house, and called 911. We had ambulances
and police in the driveway with lights flashing, and Matt
and Rick slept through the whole ordeal. We were later
informed that the two had very low core temperatures
and wouldn’t have made it much longer. Everything
turned out okay, but we could have had our first
drownings on HML. Timing is everything!

July 4th weekend is always fun. Movie and fireworks at
the beach, boat parade with the water fight. Gislasons
are always in costume and bring their ‘A-Game’ for the
water balloon fight. The Kids Waterski Day is always

the 1st Saturday in August in memory of Warren. Around
1988, we skied 14 behind a MasterCraft and have never had
enough people to do it again. Harley Kruger (KDawgFilmz)
has posted a number of fun HML videos on YouTube: https://
www.youtube.com/user/KDawgFilmz.

| knew early on (before | was 10), that this is where | was going
to live someday. Sandy loved the lake, and we were married
38 years ago on the front lawn at the north end house. Our
first house was built about 1972 on the north end and the
current home in 1991. What a great place to raise our sons,
Matt and Rick. They could ski with Sandy every day in the
summer. Our kids grew up water skiing and snowmobiling

on Half Moon, and they graduated from Unity. Sandy retired
as a teacher from Turtle Lake. Matt and Katie have Wesley
and Annie. Rick and Krystle have Genevieve and Caroline,
and the grandkids (ages 2 and 4) carry on our love of the lake.
Just ask one of the grandkids to leave to go home, and you'll
get a lot of resistance. They want to be with Grandma Sandy
at Half Moon so they can swim and play in the lake!

The phone would often ring with people asking questions
about the lake. | guess they thought | knew something.
Somewhere along the line, residents started calling me the
“"Mayor” as a joke, and it stuck. | guess I’'m the Honorary
Mayor. Does anyone want the job?

Keep the fun button up because you never know when it
will end. Enjoy Half Moon, and protect it for your kids and
grandkids. We are all living the dream with the best kept
secret in Polk County — Half Moon Lake. It's good to be me,
and so nice to have lived full time on HML for over 45 years!

ANNUAL CHILI FEED HOLIDAY STROLL

Tuesday, November 22, 2016 Sunday, Dec. 4 ¢ 12 pm - 4 pm
5 pm - Goodwill Offering Stroll beautiful Amery for an
Amery Fire Department afternoon of family fun

JANUARY 2017

CANDLELIGHT SKI
Saturday, January 28, 2017
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY  Stower Trail 6:00 pm
Saturday, November 26, 2016

DeECEMBER
PICTURES WITH SANTA
Friday, Dec. 2, 4pm-6pm
Saturday, Dec. 3, 9am-12pm
Bremer Bank, photos by Cahill

OCTOBER

HALLOWEEN

COSTUME CONTEST
Saturday, October 29, 2016
Business Trick or Treat 1-3 pm EARLY BIRD SHOPPING

Friday, November 25, 2016
NOVEMBER

Double Xmax Punches
CHRISTMAS PUNCH
Kick-off: November 1st
Get a punch for every $10
spent locally - weekly drawings

ST. JOE’S ICE FISHING CONTEST
Sunday, January 29, 2017
North Twin Lake 7am -3 pm

LIGHT UP THE TOWN
Tuesday, November 22, 2016
6 pm Lighted Parade

6:30 Lighting/Soo Line Park

Visit amerywisconsin.org
or call 715-268-7486

COMMUNITY CLUB
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The 2016 PIONEER"1000

Not just bigger: Better.

g

powersports.honda.com PIONEER 1000 IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES (SIDE-BY-SIDES) CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR
SAFETY, DRIVE RESPONSIBLY. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED.
AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO “MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION”
AND READ THE OWNER’S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, OR ON PUBLIC ROADS. DRIVER AND PASSENGERS MUST BE
TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. PASSENGER MUST BE ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT
BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Pioneer™ is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2015 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (9/15)

1400 EAST COUNTY ROAD E
WHITE BEAR LAKE, MN 55110

(651) 483-8296
WWW.TOUSLEYMOTORSPORTS.COM

sellin’ fun since ‘71
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Halfmoon Lake Nutricar Analysis R

Halfmoon Lake
Land Use

Charlie assisting the DNR by giving away
towels educating the public how to
Havder Eraek g liton protect our lake from invasive species.
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Figure 3: Halfmeon Lake watershed land uses.?

* Map prepared by Dave Peterson, Polk County Land and Water Conservation Dept.




Beave I/ Keystone species™

Next to humans, no other living animal
appears to do more to change the landscape™
in which it lives.

The beaver is the largest rodent in North America. Adults
range from 35 to 46 inches long, including a flattened 12-
to 18-inch tail, and weigh 45 to 65 pounds.The hind feet
are very large with five long, webbed toes for swimming;
front feet are small and dextrous for carrying a variety of
objects. Beaver have large, sharp front teeth, small ears, and
nostrils that can close for swimming. They can remain
active underwater for up to 15 minutes.

Beaver eat the twigs and bark of woody plants which grow
near water. They also rely on sedges, water grasses, fleshy
roots and water lilies as food. During the fall, beaver cache
their food supply in the water under or near their lodge.

In winter, they will continue to cut fresh trees on shore as
long as they can break through the ice.

Learning to Live with Beaver
Some people enjoy and appreciate beaver while others
consider them destructive pests.

Learning to live with wildlife and enjoying and understand-
ing the creatures that share their habitat with us may be a
good way of dealing with the damage beaver can do.Turn
a problem into an opportunity! Watching beaver is a great
family activity and a good way to interest children in the
outdoors. Beaver rarely bite and are not agressive. There
are few known cases of beaver carrying rabies.

Property owners should be aware that human develop-
ments impact wildlife habitat and can result in the destruc-
tion or loss of wildlife.

Protecting Your Property

It's natural for beaver to chew tree trunks or to cut down
trees. Beaver rarely cut down large pines or massive old
trees; they prefer poplar, willow, birch and alders.

These methods can help prevent damage:

+ Chemical repellents discourage deer and rodents from
chewing and browsing on plants. Read all labels care-
fully and use in a manner consistent with the labeling.

+ Physical barriers. Heavy wire mesh, heavy gauge hard-
ware cloth or tar paper — effective and inexpensive solu-
tions — will discourage cutting and gnawing along the
shoreline. A low, attractive permanent fence with gates
along the shore may be enough to discourage beaver.

Population Control

Beaver have litters averaging four young each spring. Their
natural population limiting mechanism is habitat. When
there is not enough available habitat the older kits do not
leave home and subsequent litters are smaller.

Trapping can temporarily reduce a colony’s population.
Trapping usually takes place in winter with leg or body
traps placed underwater through the ice.The trapped
beaver drowns.

Trapping season lengths and number of permits issued are
determined by Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WDNR) and are based on estimates of population and how
many should be harvested. Visit the WDNR website for more
information on trapping rules and methods. Specific faws
govern removal of beaver by capture, shooting, trapping,
destroying or otherwise disposing of the animal.

Observing Beaver on Bone Lake

You can observe the active beaver on Bone Lake near their
colonies.They swim out from their lodges at sunset.f you
are still and quiet, they will come quite close.

For more information

More information about beaver behavior and limiting
beaver damage is available from the Bone Lake Wildlife
and Scenic Beauty Committee. Contact karen@kje.com.

Front foot # Hind foot

*A keystone species is a species that plays a critical role in maintaining the
structure of an ecological community and whose impact on the commu-
nity is greater than would be expected based on its relative abundance or
total biomass. The concept of a keystone species was first introduced by
University of Washington professor, Robert T. Paine in 1969.

David W. Butler is the founder and President
of GREATMATS.com, an e-commerce retailer,
selling speciality flooring products.

David started in video production in Madison,
Wisconsin and did that for 10 to 15 years. He
moved on to do website development for five
years.

In 1999 he started GREATMATS out of their
basement, primarily selling 2" x 2’ foam tiles
for residential use, mostly for kids play rooms
and the like. He still sells this product, selling
approximately 5000 to 6000 per month.

The company has shown tremendous growth,
adding one employee every year, and is now

a multi-million dollar company. GREATMATS
occupies a 20,000 square-foot facility in Milltown
with 16 employees. They have approximately
1500 customers per month, with 10 to 15%
repeat business. Half of his sales are residential,
but 75% of the gross income is from business.

GREATMATS has a 9.3 (out of 10) satisfaction
rating from over 1800 customers on Trust Pilot,
speaking volumes of his continual drive to
improve customer satisfaction. GREATMATS
ships about 30% of the mats from the Milltown
facility, where they receive 6 containers of mats
per month. The rest of the orders are shipped
directly from the manufacturers, coming mostly

from Taiwan. About five years ago, he developed
a mold for injection molded tiles, which he
contracts to be manufactured in Frederic,
Wisconsin.

David considers GREATMATS to be a customer
service company that sells flooring, not the other
way around. He is always striving to improve
customer satisfaction, continually improving the
website. He has even added an online floor
plan designer to help customers planning their
purchases!

“Family first” for employees is David’s motto,
and he encourages a work/life balance to keep
employees. He has even created an employee-
directed donation program, where employees
are able to donate to non-profit organizations.

David grew up coming to Half Moon Lake his
whole life, following in the footsteps of his
grandparents and parents. He is the son of David
and Martha Butler, and brother to Ellen Butler,
who also have cabins on Half Moon Lake. David
and his wife Kim have two children, Sam and
Margaret.

David and Kim moved to 190th Avenue in 2001,
building their home on 25 acres between Half
Moon Lake and Balsam Lake across from Breezy
Bay, and also own a cabin on Breezy Bay Rd.




@ Board responsibility. Harlen Hegdal reported that the Township is not interested in being involved.
Recently insurance has tripled, and the insurance requires fire staff and equipment to be present.
After discussion volunteers were solicited to create a committee to collect money and get the proper
insurance for the event. Steve Minn volunteered to head such a committee.

Water SKki Kids:

Established to be the first Saturday of August. Each child is requested to bring skis and a 75 foot ski rope.

2017 Budget:
Ellen Butler reported that the Budget for 2017 will remain the same as the past 4 years. Motion by
John Briegal, second by Arne Kolbjornsen approved. See treasurer’s report for actual breakdown.

Election Results:
The results of the election was an unanimous reelection of John Weber and John Briegal to new three
year terms.

New Business:
Richard Kiesner reported that Geese waste has become a problem causing Ecoli in the water, as well
as swimmer’s itch. The DNR suggested finding their nests and placing vegetable oil on their eggs. In
discussion others suggested maintaining the shoreline naturally to prevent Geese from getting to grass.

Sheila Waldock is looking for someone to continue Half Moon Merchandise.

Closing Remarks:
John Weber thanked all volunteers involved with the annual meeting; registration, PA system,
setting up the tables etc.

Next year’s meeting is scheduled for July 15th 2t 10:00am.
Adjourn:
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50am and the food was served.

Board of Di Meeting:

A Board of directors meeting was called immediately following the Annual Meeting to elect officers for
2017. John Weber suggested that all positions remain the same as in 2016. Motion made and vote

taken.
Positions for 2017
Chair John Weber
Vice Chair Bud Ericksen
Treasurer Ellen Butler
Secretary Dave Balestri
Fisheries John Briegal Milltown Township
Chair Harlen Hegdal

Meeting was Adjourned

Respectively Submitted by Bud Ericksen for Dave Balestri
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The Loon Ladies are back! Beth Dunning and Sherry Lamers are the new Loon Ladies selling Half Moon
Lake merchandise. We are very excited to create some new logo items for our cabin owners, family, and
friends to proudly wear.

Meet the New Loon Ladies

Beth and Sherry both have cabins on the south end of the lake, on 190th Avenue. Beth has been on
the lake her whole life, beginning at her grandparent’s cabin. She is married to Eric and they have 2
young boys. Sherry and her husband Sam are newer to the lake. They have been on Half Moon for 2
years and have 2 young daughters.

We are just getting Loon Ladies started up again

so look forward to some new logo merchandise
available in the spring. We will have a website, sales
on the lake, and we are available on the weekends.
If you would like to be on our email distribution list,
please email us at HalfMoonLakeLoonlLadies@gmail.
com to keep updated on our newest information.

If you have any special ideas of new merchandise
you would like to see, please feel free to email us
and we would be happy to look into your ideas.

Looking forward to sharing our love of the lake with
all of youl!

Would you like more

SPEED?

WE HAVE IT!
It's Time to

Experience
the Whole %
CHECK US OoUT! Solution! CONTACT US:

T.715.825.2171
VOICE - VIDEO -BROADBAND Premium T.715.472.2101

Broadband Suppor’t info@lakeland.ws

www.lakeland.ws




@ Half Moon Lake Pr ion and Rehabilitation Distri

Minutes of Annual Meeting - July 16, 2016 Half Moon Lake Public Beach - Voss Landing

The Meeting was called to order at 10:15am by Chair John Weber. Board members present and introduced:
John Weber, Chair; Ellen Butler, Treasurer; John Briegal, Fisheries; Bud Ericksen, Vice - Chair; Harlen Hegdal,
Milltown Township Chair. Dave Balestri, Secretary; was not present due to a health matter.

John Weber verified that the meeting postings and publication were legal.

Motion to Approve the Agenda made by Diane Erickson and Seconded by Suzy Bank was approved.

Opening Remarks by John Weber:

® Welcomed new homeowners to introduce themselves.
® There were a few Half Moon Lake Merchandise items available for sale. John remarked that there is
an opportunity for someone to take over the business of marketing and selling the items.

® David Butler’s Half Moon Lake history books were available for sale.
® John announced there would be no outside speaker but John asked Harlen Hegdal to speak as
Milltown Town Chair. Harlen identified the following issues for our notification.

1. In discussions with the Wisconsin DNR, Harlen found that one of the biggest pollution
factors of our area is the fallout of the electrical powerplant smokestack in Bayport
Minnesota. The plant is undergoing a conversion from coal to natural gas, which will
greatly reduce the pollutants.

2. We should all check for the presence of Arsenic in our water wells. Testing of both deep and
shallow wells has found Arsenic present although not at a poisoning level. There are test kits
available from Polk County.

3. Light pollution of backyard security lights has become a problem for residents, especially in
the winter months when trees have no leaves. Polk Burnett is switching all outdoor lights
to LED bulbs. They have also placed a cone shade at the public beach to see if this will help
eliminate this light pollution.

July 18, 2015 Meeting Minutes:
Motion to approve by Marv Christopherson, seconded by Chris Schneider was approved.
Nominations of New Board Members:
John Weber stated that we had two members whom terms were complete, John weber, and John
Briegal. Both were willing to run for another three years and John opened the meeting to additional
nominations. There were no other nominations and John instructed the qualified voters to mark their
ballots and turn them in.
Audit Report:
Terry Radke and Mike McMahon completed the Audit. Terry Radke reported that the books are True and
Correct.
Treasurer’s Report:
Ellen Butler reported as following:

Checking Account $ 14,888.40 [
Money Market $ 12,871.33 _ _—

1 Year CD (1.06%) matures 3/25/17 $ 75,200.83 -
Fireworks account $ 1,259.78

Savings account $ 5.14

Total Current Assets $104,225.48

Tax Revenue $ 29,089.61 —_

Polk County Lottery Credit $ 298.89

Interest Income $ 27.10

Total Income $29,415.60

Main Expenses: @

CBCW Monitors $12,522.00
Newsletter, postcards $ 3,141.00
Annual meeting and lunch $ 2,023.00
Reserve Fund $10,000.00
Total Expenses $27,686.00

The reserve fund exists in the event we need to treat/remove invasive weeds etc.

Motion to accept treasurer’s report by Arne Kolbjornsen seconded by Phil Siegle was approved.

CWCB:
John Briegal reporting for Dan Leh who is out of town. The Ilid camera monitor is up and running for
2016. The only realistic method to keep Half Moon Lake clean is to pay for landing monitors, to date
Charlie and Jack Hatten have done an excellent job on our behalf. The Hatten’s review approximately
1,500 boats as they enter Half Moon, as many as 50% of the boats carry weeds to the landing. The
Hatten'’s focus on cleaning weeds off the trailers, and how to empty ballasts in boats and jet skis.

John reported that there is currently no weed volunteers to monitor the lakes weed types. After the meeting
Bud Ericksen and his son Brent volunteered to be weed monitors.

Loon Report:
Arnie Kolbjornsen reported for Pat Maleche that there are two pair of nesting loons on Half Moon. The
pair on the south end of the lake had two loons born in early July. Arne requested that we maintain at
least a 200’ clearance from the loons and especially the young ones.

Lake Map:
Arne Klobjornsen reported that the map will always be a work in process. He requested that we identify
corrections so that he can get it as accurate as possible.

Water Clarity:
Bud Ericksen reported for Dave Balestri that the water clarity for 2016 based on Secchi Disc
measurements for June 10th was 18 feet, and for the July 4t yas 16 feet. These two measurements
compare favorably with the historical averages on these dates. Dave will continue to measure the clarity
every month throughout the summer. The months of July and August are sent to the DNR for compiling
statewide readings.

Fishing Report:
John Briegal reported that fishing reports have been good. The DNR stocks walleyes into the lake every
other fall on the odd years. In 2015 the DNR stocked 5,500 fingerlings and reported finding 17” to 17 %
“walleyes in the lake. John reminded everyone that walleye keepers must be 18” to be legal.

News Letter:
Diane Erickson reported the mailing addresses for the Loon Lines is based on Polk County tax records.
If you are not receiving Loon Lines please check out the county mailing addresses. Loon Lines will be
published twice per year.

Web Page:
Rick Miller reported that the Half Moon Lake web page is under the domain of <Half Moon.net>,
it lists various item about the lake including ice out dates. In addition to the web page there is
<HalfMoonweeds.net> to help with the monitoring of various weeds in our lake.

Rick requested someone to monitor the web page and Joe Lonsky volunteered.
Conservancy:

Ellen Butler reported that the Conservancy was established to protect Half Moon watershed and the lake
clarity. The Conservancy now is impacted by 5,100 acres of land. The committee of David Butler, Harlen
Hegdal, Herb Baldwin, Gordy Mommsen and Ellen Butler in addition to managing the Conservancy has
spent considerable time creating a walking path and planting wild flowers in the Conservancy.

The importance of the Conservancy is shown by the fact that 5% of the Phosphorous in the lake is
attributed to the cabins, and 65% attributed to the watershed.

Long Range Planning:
There was no report.

Fireworks:
Ellen Butler reported that the fireworks has become a liability issue and needs to be separated from



